ABCD Workshop Suriname

From 2nd  May until 6th May 2011 the Library University of Suriname (AdeKUS) organized a workshop ABCD. The facilitators were Egbert De Smet (promoter DOCBIBLAS for VLIR/UOS/University Antwerpen) and Peter Hessels (Royal Tropical Institute, Advisor Digital Information Services, KIT Information & Library Services, the Netherlands).

The workshop was divided in two parts: one about system management and the other about the use of the ABCD modules. The trainees for the second part were librarians and library assistants from different libraries in Suriname, who had knowledge of WINISIS or worked with WINISIS. 

The content of system management contained the preparations for the second part such as installation of ABCD, conversion of the WINISIS database and implementation. 
The Library AdeKUS has a OPAC with app. 90.000 records.
The two facilitators did their utmost to get the job done and received, when needed, support from personnel of the Department of Library Automation and the Automation Department of the AdeKUS.
The second part of the workshop was very enlightening for most of the audience. Although most of the trainees wanted more time spend on some issues, they were so pleased with the gained knowledge. All are very enthusiastic to start with ABCD sooner or later.
At the end of the workshop all trainees received a CD with the software and instructions.
I won’t withhold some comments at the evaluation :

· “the information was very clear and the workshop came up to the expectations”

· “ABCD has more possibilities then ISIS and is very familiar”

· “ a successful workshop, very clear”
· “a fruitful workshop, time change, less manual actions”
It was good to be introduced to ABCD and this week gave all the opportunity to start the decision-making on library automation.
Egbert and Peter, thanks a lot! We all know, there’s work to do!!!
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